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his new role. I want to thank J.D. for all his 
hard work as Executive Director of the New 
Democrat Coalition, and I wish him nothing 
but the best in all his future endeavors. 

f 

CONDEMNING RELIGIOUS 
PERSECUTION IN BANGLADESH 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 1, 2021 

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to support of victims of violent religious perse-
cution in Bangladesh. I have been informed 
that currently, about 14 million people are fac-
ing religious persecution solely for their Hindu 
beliefs. There is documented numerous at-
tacks on Hindu temples, businesses and 
homes. People have been brutally killed and 
raped due to their religious beliefs. l strongly 
condemn the violent and immoral actions of 
those who harm others simply because they 
have a different religion. 

Madam Speaker, the persecution of reli-
gious minorities will not end without strong ac-
tion by the government, in this case Ban-
gladesh. All governments are duty bound to 
protect their citizens and promote the freedom 
to worship. I call upon the government to 
make every effort to end the violence and pro-
tect religious minority populations within its 
borders. In order to protect its people, the gov-
ernment should restrict extremist groups that 
exert any violent influence over the country’s 
political, social, legal, and religious affairs. 
Only then can peace and religious freedom be 
restored in Bangladesh. 

The United States and Bangladesh have a 
friendship with deep ties among and between 
its people. Like Bangladesh, the United States 
has religious minorities. To truly flourish and 
prosper, the rights of all people to be secure 
in their property and their lives must be en-
sured. I encourage the government of Ban-
gladesh and offer the full support of the United 
States in helping it protect its religious minori-
ties. May God bless both our nations. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
MARIAM C. NOLAND FROM THE 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FOR 
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 1, 2021 

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Mariam C. Noland on the 
occasion of her retirement from the Commu-
nity Foundation for Southeast Michigan after 
over thirty-five years of service as President. 
Her significant contributions to our southeast 
Michigan community are worthy of commenda-
tion. 

A graduate of Harvard University and Case 
Western Reserve University, Ms. Noland was 
an experienced leader in the nonprofit and 
community foundation field before arriving in 
Michigan. Prior to being named as the found-
ing President of the Community Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan in 1985, she worked at 
the Cleveland Foundation and the Saint Paul 

Foundation, as well as at colleges in Ohio and 
North Carolina. 

As President of the Community Foundation 
for Southeast Michigan, she helped create and 
fund countless programs that benefit our com-
munity. These include the GreenWays Initia-
tive, the New Economy Initiative, the HOPE 
Fund, Southeast Michigan Healthy Youth, 
Healthy Seniors, and the Family Development 
Program. These programs uplift diverse popu-
lations, invest in environmental initiatives, pro-
mote community health, advance justice and 
policing reform, and help our local economy 
thrive. Her work to secure endowments in per-
petuity for many of the Foundation’s programs 
will help transform southeast Michigan, and 
the impact of her work will be felt for years to 
come. During her tenure, the Community 
Foundation’s assets have grown to more than 
$1.1 billion, placing the Foundation in the top 
25 nationally. 

Ms. Noland currently serves on the Board of 
Trustees at the Bipartisan Policy Center in 
Washington, D.C., the Detroit Riverfront Con-
servancy, and the Downtown Detroit Partner-
ship. She is the recipient of the Special Life-
time Achievement Award for Leadership in 
Philanthropy, has been named Michiganian of 
the Year by the Detroit News, and has an 
award in her name at the Community Founda-
tion—the Mariam C. Noland Award for Non-
profit Leadership that recognizes a nonprofit 
president or CEO in Southeast Michigan who 
is an exceptional leader in their organization 
and beyond. She resides in Grosse Pointe 
Farms with her husband James. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Mariam C. Noland for an ex-
emplary nearly four decades of dedicated 
service to the Community Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan. I join with Mariam’s fam-
ily, friends, and colleagues in extending my 
best wishes to her in retirement. 

f 

GLORIA EZZIE’S 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 1, 2021 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, birthdays 
are a celebration of a life well-lived, which we 
share with family and friends. This is espe-
cially true for Gloria. We celebrate her 100 
years of life, surrounded by family, friends, 9 
grandchildren, and 14 great-grandchildren. 
She has spent 54 wonderful years in beautiful 
Brigantine with husband, Michael, where she 
raised her family, and where she has been an 
active member of the community. It is an 
honor to be her Representative, and it is my 
honor to wish her the happiest of birthdays, 
with many more to come. I hope Gloria enjoys 
her 100th birthday, and go Phillies. God Bless 
Gloria, and God Bless America. 

RECOGNIZING 1ST LIEUTENANT 
GLEE PITNEY, RECIPIENT OF 
TEXAS’ THIRD CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT 2021 CONGRESSIONAL 
VETERAN COMMENDATION 

HON. VAN TAYLOR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 1, 2021 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, today, it is 
my privilege to honor fifteen distinguished mili-
tary veterans from Texas’ Third Congressional 
District who answered the call to serve their 
Nation honorably, both in uniform and fol-
lowing their return to civilian life. The recipi-
ents of the 2021 Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation exemplify the time-honored quali-
ties of patriotism, service before self, and bold 
leadership. Following their time in service, 
their efforts in our community have earned 
these fine individuals recognition as the recipi-
ents of this prestigious commendation. Their 
stories of sacrifice will encourage future gen-
erations to pursue a life dedicated to the very 
values we cherish as Americans: faith, free-
dom, and democracy. One such hero is 1st 
Lieutenant Glee Pitney of Dallas, Texas. 

Glee Pitney graduated from Bowling Green 
State University in 1954 whereupon he was 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant of Artil-
lery in the United States Army, The newly 
married Glee was soon assigned duty at Fort 
Sill, Oklahoma before being transferred with 
the Far East Command in South Korea. Pitney 
was assigned to the 11th Field Artillery Bat-
talion and the 3rd Engineer Battalion as an as-
sistant division fire marshal overseeing four 
fire stations. 

For his service, Lieutenant Pitney was 
awarded the National Defense Service Medal. 

Following his time in the military, Mr. Pitney 
returned to Ohio and entered the family truck-
ing business until his retirement. In 1997, Glee 
relocated to Dallas where he became heavily 
involved in his community as a founding mem-
ber of his homeowners association and as an 
active member of Volunteers in Patrol for 
which he received recognition from the Dallas 
Police Department. 

In 2006, Glee and his wife moved to High-
land Springs Retirement Community where he 
earned a reputation as an extraordinarily ac-
tive community leader. His civic involvement 
includes serving as the first Chair and Vice- 
Chair of the General Services Committee, liai-
son to the Transportation Department, as a 
member of the Resident Advisory Council, and 
Chairman of Government Affairs Group. His 
commitment to our veterans remains strong as 
evidenced by his role as the founding Chair-
man of the Veterans Affairs Group, which 
today includes nearly 400 veterans, wives and 
widows. Mr. Pitney’s efforts were instrumental 
in the creation of the Highland Springs Vet-
erans Memorial Park and he is a strong sup-
porter of the DFW Honor Flight where he has 
assisted almost fifty Highland Springs resi-
dents with travel to our Nation’s Capitol. 

Lieutenant Glee Pitney is a stellar example 
of a servant leader who embodies patriotism 
and a steadfast commitment to his community. 

Today, a grateful Nation thanks Lieutenant 
Pitney for his exceptional service and con-
gratulates him on this recognition. May his 
steadfast example of leadership inspire others 
to live a life of service to a cause greater than 
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themselves. It is my extreme honor to award 
him the 2021 Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation for the Third District of Texas. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SESQUICENTEN-
NIAL OF RURAL SHAD BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 1, 2021 

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Sesquicentennial of Rural 
Shade Baptist Church, located in the commu-
nity of Tarkington Prairie in Liberty County, 
Texas. 

In 1870, a small group met in a brush arbor 
in Tarkington Prairie, symbolizing the begin-
ning of a new church. The congregation was 
made up of hardworking, compassionate indi-
viduals determined to provide a robust and 
moral foundation for their community. On July 
3, 1878, a deed was granted ‘‘for the purpose 
of the erection and occupancy of a Baptist 
Church and Masonic Hall . . .’’. Later that 
year, a two-story building was completed. 
While the top floor was dedicated to the Ma-
sonic Lodge, the bottom floor served as the 
sanctuary of the Rural Shade Baptist Church. 

In 1902, Rural Shade started a choral 
school, collected their first offerings for the 
Buckner Orphans’ Home, and took on a lead-
ership role in forming the Tryon Evergreen 
Baptist Association. Five years later, they con-
structed a second building, costing $1,470.00. 
Soon after, church members granted the trust-
ees of Oakdale High School, the first high 
school in Tarkington Prairie, permission to use 
the old church building, while the members 
moved into their newly constructed second 
church building. Over the years, Rural Shade 
has completed several building projects and 
renovations, including adding a third church 
building in 1938, a baptistry in 1945, a fourth 
church building in 1962, a youth wing in 1993, 
and a fifth building in 2005, which also serves 
as the church’s current worship center. Re-
markably, over the last 151 years, the church 
has remained on the same tract of land. 

Early pastors were elected from the 
church’s men each year until 1898 when pas-
tors were first called to stay for an indefinite 
period. In 1944, the church hired its first full- 
time pastor. Former Pastors of Rural Shade 
Baptist Church include: D. D. Forman, B.F. 
Ellis Jr., J.M.A. Black, D.W. Jackson, J.A. Lee, 
O.P. Chambers, H.C. Morrison, J.W. Thomas, 
E. Loose, J.B. Marshall, J.L. Watson, J.E. 
Mott, J.H.H. Ellis, B.S. Franklin, T.J. Fouts, 
J.F. High, Henry Jones, W.H. Jones, R.W. 
Smith, R.J. McGinty, D.P. McGowan, H.C. 
Philips, W.A. Smith, H.R. Pressley, Bert Mat-
tingly, W.A. Curtis, H.R. Pressley, D.L. Sin-
clair, G.M. Coe, Earl Hahn, R.L. Self, LeRoy 
Cooper, C.D. Sowell, Dale Mingus, John Gar-
rett, J.B. Grimes, Albert Foster, Earl Be Iver, 
and Byron Reeves. Since 2016, Brad Dancer 
has served as the church’s pastor. 

Over the past two decades, Rural Shade 
Baptist Church has aided the community tre-
mendously in response to natural disasters. In 
2005, 2008, and 2016, individuals were shel-
tered and housed after the devastating 

aftermaths of hurricanes Rita, Ike, and Harvey. 
During Hurricane Harvey, the church assisted 
with high water rescues, saving individuals 
from flooding homes and buildings. Through-
out the COVID–19 pandemic, the church 
joined the Houston Food Bank and distributed 
$3 million worth of food to local families in 
need. In fact, for his outstanding leadership 
and service to his community, Pastor Dancer 
was awarded the Citizen of the Year in 2020 
by the Greater Cleveland Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to congratu-
late the Rural Shade Baptist Church on reach-
ing their Sesquicentennial last year and their 
151st anniversary this year. Over the past 
century and a half, the Lord has certainly used 
this historic church to demonstrate the love, 
kindness, and generosity of Jesus Christ to 
the good people of Southeast Texas. I am 
privileged to represent such a devoted and 
faithful place of worship in my district. 

f 

JOSHUA LEE—EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 1, 2021 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, the rank 
of Eagle Scout is the highest, and most pres-
tigious in the Boy Scouts of America. Anyone 
involved in the organization will understand 
the determination, persistence, and hard work 
it takes to obtain the rank. Joshua has not 
only demonstrated his commitment to his 
troop, but also his community, school, and 
himself. He exemplifies what it means to be, 
‘‘physically strong, mentally awake and morally 
straight.’’ Congratulations to Joshua on his ex-
traordinary accomplishment. God Bless Josh-
ua and God Bless America. 

f 

FUTURE OF RADAR 

HON. TOM COLE 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 1, 2021 

Mr. COLE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
highlight important research being conducted 
by the University of Oklahoma, which is ad-
vancing cutting-edge developments in the 
areas of Air Defense Artillery, air dominance, 
ocean surveillance, ISR, EW, counter-UAS, 
GMTI, and a host of others. The develop-
ments I refer to center most directly in the 
budding area of all-digital radar. 

New capabilities associated with all-digital 
radar present an extraordinary opportunity for 
the United States to better utilize important 
data for national security purposes, be it 
weather data, flight control data, projectile 
data, targeting data or any other type, to our 
tactical and operational advantage—land or 
sea. 

Madam Speaker, in the area of distributed 
radar and 360-degree, all-digital, phased array 
radars, there are extraordinary leap-ahead ca-
pabilities which cannot be ignored. By bringing 
to bear advances in digital signal processing, 

artificial intelligence, and machine learning to 
the data streams that this new technology pro-
vides, the defense of the United States can be 
significantly advanced, providing leapfrog ca-
pabilities which vastly exceed those of our leg-
acy radars. 

Over time, all of the services have been en-
gaged in developing capabilities in this area, 
albeit at a rate that does not always achieve 
the leap-ahead and transformational require-
ments that we now require strategically as we 
focus on defense from potential near-peer ad-
versaries. While we currently maintain many 
advantages, technology advances quickly 
around the globe. It is critical we maintain our 
edge, and, in doing so, obtain the generational 
leap-ahead needed to secure it. 

Madam Speaker, the Advanced Radar Re-
search Center (ARRC) in Norman, Oklahoma, 
has conducted very significant research in this 
area. A component of the University of Okla-
homa’s research enterprise, the ARRC has 
generated important technological advance-
ments to each major service component in the 
area of 360-degree phased array radars. In 
fact, to help further this contribution, I am sup-
porting a National Defense Authorization Act 
proposal this year, initiated in the Senate, 
which encourages the Army Research Lab to 
collaborate with academia in the development 
of distributed radars and multi-function sen-
sors. This is an area where I believe there will 
be plenty of bipartisan and bicameral support. 

Madam Speaker, Army Research Lab in 
many ways has stepped forward for the Army 
in this area. I am confident that, as the Army’s 
Combat Capabilities Development Command, 
Army Futures Command, and the ASA/ALT 
examine what can be accomplished in this 
area, they will quickly realize the high rel-
evance of this technology to counter-UAS, Air 
Defense Artillery, and their EW enterprise. It 
has the potential to be one of the key trans-
formational technologies that would allow the 
Army to leverage ground forces more effec-
tively and to provide better defensive capabili-
ties against airborne threats. 

As the Department of Defense proceeds to 
develop technology in this area, we already 
see interest from the private sector. However, 
if we do not develop a joint approach to the 
development of this technology, it may result 
in it being stove-piped into systems without 
ever realizing the full extent of its capabilities. 
Furthermore, inability or unwillingness to co-
ordinate research in this area could tax current 
supply chains and threaten the rate of devel-
opment we are capable of in this area. 

Additionally, application of this technology is 
not limited solely to the defense enterprise. Air 
traffic control, weather prediction and analysis, 
5G frequency scanning dependent commu-
nications, and remote sensing could all ben-
efit; NOAA is already engaged in related re-
search. Therefore, over time, it may become 
beneficial to create a Joint Interagency Work-
ing Group on the development of distributed 
and all digital radar. 

Madam Speaker, the future is bright for the 
development of these technologies in the 
United States. It is an area in which we can 
thrive. I look forward to working with my col-
leagues in the House and Senate to advance 
our common interests and our national de-
fense by supporting the development of these 
technologies. 
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